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Education:

PhD, Ohio State University, August 2004

Major Field: 
American Politics, with specializations in Judicial Politics and 

Gender Politics


Minor Field:
Political Methodology

M.A., Political Science, Ohio State University, June 2002

B.A., Political Science and Philosophy, John Carroll University, May 1999

Dissertation Title: “Women Judges: Accession at the State Court Level”

Dissertation Committee: Lawrence Baum (Chair), Gregory Caldeira, Kira Sanbonmatsu
Professional Experience:

Assistant Professor, Goucher College, Fall 2006-present
Assistant Professor, James Madison University, Fall 2004-Summer 2006
Instructor, James Madison University, Summer 2004

Visiting Instructor, Texas Tech University, Fall 2003-Spring 2004, Fall 2002

Graduate Instructor, Ohio State University, Spring-Summer 2003

Research Assistant, American Judicature Society, January-March 2003 and Summer 

2001
Publications:
Williams, Margaret S.  2008.  “Ambition, Gender, and the Judiciary.” Political Research Quarterly 61:68-78.
Williams, Margaret S.  2007.  “Women Judges: Accession at the State Court Level.” Social Science Quarterly 88:1192-1204.
Williams, Margaret S. and Corey A. Ditslear.  2007.  “Bidding for Justice: The Influence of Attorneys’ Contributions on State Supreme Courts.” Justice System Journal 28: 135-156.
Williams, Margaret.  2006.  “In a Different Path: The Process of Becoming a Judge for Women and Men.” Judicature 90(3): 104-113.
Williams, Margaret S. and Lawrence Baum.  2006.  “Accounting for Judicial Decisions: Supreme Court Nominees Before the Senate.” Judicature 90(2): 73-80.  
Conference Papers:
“Women’s Representation on High Courts in OECD Countries,” co-authored with Frank C. Thames, Jr., presented at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Berlin, Germany.

“Competing Explanations for Federal Judicial Selection,” presented at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.

“Media Coverage and Support for the Supreme Court in a Time of Confirmation,” co-authored with Mary Outwater, presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association.

“Descriptive Representation and the Supreme Court,” co-authored with Mary Outwater, presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.

“Media Coverage and Support for the Supreme Court in a Time of Confirmation,” co-authored with Mary Outwater, presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.

“Conflicting Interests?: State Legislators and the Supreme Court Justices They Appoint,” co-authored with Lauren Bell, presented at the 2005 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association.

“Gender, Ambition, and the Judiciary,” presented at the 2005 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.

“In a Different Path: The Process of Becoming a Judge for Women and Men,” presented at the 2004 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.

“Bidding for Justice: The Influence of Contributions on State Supreme Courts,” co-authored with Corey Ditslear, presented at the 2003 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association.

“Women Judges: Accession at the State Court Level,” presented at the 2003 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.

“A Race for the Bench: An Examination of Women and Elections,” presented at the 2001 Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association.

Other Research
 “Descriptive Representation and the Supreme Court,” under review, Women, Politics, and Policy, co-authored with Mary Outwater
“Media Coverage and Support for the Supreme Court in a Time of Confirmation,” under review, American Politics Research, co-authored with Mary Outwater
“Women’s Representation on High Courts in OECD Countries,” in preparation for journal resubmission, co-authored with Frank C. Thames, Jr.

“Electoral Institutions and the Adoption of Party Gender Quotas," under review, American Journal of Political Science, co-authored with Frank Thames.

“Competing Explanations for Federal Judicial Selection,” under review, Law and Society Review
“(Un)intentional Constraint of the Judiciary,” in preparation for journal submission, co-authored with Jeffrey Fine.

“Nice Work If You Can Get It: Perceptions of Serving on the State Bench,” in preparation for presentation at the 2008 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.
Primary Teaching Interests:
Judicial Process



The Supreme Court
Civil Rights and Liberties


Constitutional Law

Women and the Law



Gender and American Politics

Research Methods 



Introduction to American Government

Courses Taught:

Seminar in Congressional Politics – Spring 2008
Seminar in Scope and Method – Spring 2007, Goucher College, with Kay Munns
Seminar on the Supreme Court – Fall 2007, Fall 2006, Goucher College

American Political Institutions – Fall 2006, Goucher College

Introduction to Political Science – Fall 2006, Goucher College, with Marianne Githens

Supreme Court Decision Making – Fall 2004, James Madison University

Women and the Law – Spring 2007, Goucher College 
 Spring 2005, James Madison University
 Spring 2003, Ohio State University

Research Methods – Spring 2006, Spring 2005, Fall 2004, James Madison University


Introduction to American Government – Spring 2008, Fall 2007, Goucher College

      Spring 2006, Fall 2005, Spring 2005, Fall 2004, 
      Summer 2004, James Madison University






      Spring 2003, Ohio State University






      Fall 2002, Texas Tech University

Women and Politics – Spring 2004, Texas Tech University

Courses Taught (cont’d):

The American Presidency – Spring 2007, Goucher College

         Fall 2003, Texas Tech University

Constitutional Law – 
Spring 2008, Goucher College

Summer 2003, Ohio State University

Professional Activity:
Member: American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, 

Southern Political Science Association, American Judicature Society, Law and Society
Association
Discussant: Southern Political Science Association meeting 2008, Midwest Political Science Association 2007
Member of the Center for Law, Policy, and Social Science, Ohio State University Moritz
College of Law, 1999-2002

New Books Editor, Women and Politics Newsletter, 2002-2004

Ohio State University Survey Research Center Supervisor 1999-2002

Reviewer: Cambridge University Press, Pearson Publishing, Wadsworth Publishing, Law

and Society Review, Justice System Journal, Women, Politics, and Policy, and

American Politics Research
College and Department Activity
Academic Honor Board, Goucher College

Introductory Class Curriculum Revision Committee, Goucher College

Faculty Participant, International Scholars Program, Goucher College

2005-2006 Faculty Senate, James Madison University
Co-creator, Faculty Research Colloquium, James Madison University, with Ari Kohen 
and Melinda Adams

Assessment Day Coordinator, James Madison University
Department Chair Search Committee Member, James Madison University 
American Politics Search Committee Member, James Madison University
College Reorganization Committee, James Madison University
Survey Consultant for Latino Greek Caucus, James Madison University
Freshman Advisor, James Madison University
Intro to American Government, Evening Session Coordinator

Honors, Awards, and Grants
AAUW post-doctoral leave fellowship application submitted for 2008-2009 academic year.

Women’s Representation on High Courts in the OECD, 1977-2007, National Science Foundation

grant submitted for August program schedule, Law and Social Science, with Frank C.

Thames, Jr.
Beatrice Aitchison Faculty Summer Research Grant, Summer 2007

Goucher College Grants Mentoring Workshop, Summer 2006

James Madison University Summer Research Grant, Summer 2005

State Politics and Policy Section, APSA, Graduate Student Travel Award 2003.

Professional Enhancement Grant Spring 2003, Summer 2002, Summer 2001, Ohio State
University

Alumni Grant for Graduate Research and Scholarship, Fall 2002, Ohio State University
Invited Presentations

“Getting a job at a liberal arts college,” presented at Ohio State University, November 2007
